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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
124th Report — “Inquiry into the Form and Content of the Statute Book” — Tabling 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.08 pm]: I am 
directed to present the 124th report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review titled 
“Inquiry into the Form and Content of the Statute Book”. 

[See paper 3396.] 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: This report advises the house of the committee’s findings and recommendations 
regarding its inquiry into the form and content of the statute book. The committee has inquired into, and reported 
on, the form and content of the statute book in previous Parliaments. This inquiry arose from an interim report 
tabled by the committee in the thirty-ninth Parliament, which reported its concern at the slow pace at which 
obsolete legislation is identified and repealed in Western Australia. This report expands on that work. 

On 4 December 2017, the committee resolved to commence an inquiry to review the form and content of the 
statute book. The terms of reference were to identify enactments that were obsolete, exhausted, expired or as yet 
unproclaimed, with a view to having them removed from the statute book. The committee has found that 
a significant number of potentially obsolete enactments remain on the statute book. Although some mechanisms 
currently used in Western Australia help to reduce obsolete legislation, they are being underutilised. Other 
mechanisms are not being used at all. Other jurisdictions in Australia, New Zealand and Canada have some 
innovative approaches to managing and maintaining their statute books. These might be used in Western Australia 
to manage our statute book more effectively and maintain a more relevant statute book into the future. 

Omnibus bills for the repeal of obsolete legislation are an effective mechanism in maintaining a current statute 
book. No such bill has been tabled during the fortieth Parliament; however, drafting instructions have been 
provided to the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office. The committee, with one exception, has recommended that the 
government introduce its proposed omnibus bill in relation to the repeal of obsolete legislation at the earliest 
opportunity, preferably to enable enactment in the fortieth Parliament. The committee considered the problem of 
unproclaimed acts and provisions remaining on the statute book for what seem to be excessive and unreasonable 
periods of time. The committee considers that acts or provisions that have not become law within 10 years ought 
to automatically be removed from the statute book. It has prepared a bill to amend the Interpretation Act 1984 to 
provide for this. I commend the report to the house. 
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